The Nation
anarchy within each State is not exactly an earthly
paradise The "liberal" State has been overturned in
some countries. Will it survive in the others? Can the
"liberal" system of government which was never
admired, except as a keeper of the prize-ring, satisfy
the impatient desires of a new generation for a common
life? That system was inserted a century ago into the
prevailing struggle for incomes; but there was no
conscious and deliberate reconstruction of the basis
of the social tradition. Civilized life was assumed to
require a division into leisured and working classes.
Each reform was supported by an unconscious feeling
that it was better not to fight one's neighbours; but
no reform touched the deeper issues. Now, however,
the very basis of the old tradition is questioned.
Need for a Conscious Common Life: the "New Deal"
Therefore, in the nation as in the city, some conscious
effort to remake society from its foundations must
take the place of the old unconscious habits, if conflict
is to be avoided. The issue affects all policy; but the
economic crisis of the last five years makes the problem
of economic policy most urgent. That problem is the
relation of private conflicting interests to a common
good.
The conscious effort actually made in the United
States under President Roosevelt is the most in-
teresting attempt to solve this problem within the
conditions of an industrial society. It may serve here
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